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Editorial

YHE Queen Victoria School has, in recent years, had more than its share of changes
. dof staff. The tempo has slowed in the last year, but we still have our changes to
recor:

Of Her Majesty’'s Commissioners, we regret to announce the retirement of Lieut.-
Colonel W. J. Stirling, of Keir, owing to his many other commitments. His successor
has not, as yet, been appointed.

A most important change has been that of Headmaster. Major D, G. Washtell,
M.A. (Cantab.), R.AE.C., Headmaster 1948-52, has now left the School for a post at the
War Office. We wish Major and Mrs Washtell and their family, every success in the years
to come.

In Major Washtell’'s place, we welcome Major E. K. Morrison, M.A. (Aberdeen),
R.AEC. Our new headmaster, who is a graduate with Honours in French and German,
comes to us from East Africa, where he has spent the last four years. We trust that the
stay of Major Morrison and his family at the School will be a pleasant one.

In the last issue of “The Victorian,” we announced the appointment of a resident
chaplain, Rev. James A. Muir, who has now taken up residence in the School. Another
new arrival this term is Mr W. Kelly, M.A., as Principal Teacher of Mathematics. A
graduate of Glasgow University, Mr Kelly comes to us from Morgan Academy, Dundee.
We take this opportunity of welcoming Mr Muir and Mr-and Mrs Kelly to our midst.

We congratulate C.S.M. Loudon of “A” Coy. upon his appointment as Regimental
Sergeant Major of the School, while at the same time we.are all extremely sorry to lose
the services of Mr W. Watson, B.E.M.

R.S.M. Watson retired in August of this year from the position of R.S.M. of the
School. Having served for twenty-one years with the K.O0.8.B., Mr Watson left that
regiment in 1931 to come from Fort George to Dunblane as a C.S.M. In 1936, he was
appointed R.S.M. He gave to the School 21 years of valuable and devoted service, which
was recoghised in 1946 by the award of the B.E.M. in the Birthday Honours List of that
year. Hundreds of Victorians respected him for his efficiency and loved him for his kind-
liness. Present members of the School and Old Boys will join in wishing Mr and Mrs
Watson a long and happy retirement.

C.S.M. W. Dunglison, who for a number of years was in charge of drums and bugles
and, more recently, C.S.M. of “A” Coy., has left to take up a post in Glasgow. His work
for the School will be missed greatly, as will that of Mrs Dunglison, who will be
remembered for her production of an Annual Pantomime during her stay at Dunblane.
Our best wishes go with Mr and Mrs Dunglison and the Misses Dunglison.

C.S.M. J. T. MacKengzie, an Old Boy of the School, and late Pipe-Major of the Scots
Guards, joined us this term as C.S.M. of “A” Coy. and Instructor in Dancing. Unfortun-
ately, his stay here will be extremely short owing to his appointment as Pipe-Major in
the Canadian Forces. He leaves at the end of this term.

Two important events occurred this term during the same week-end. The first, on
Saturday, 8th November, was the appearance of a team of dancers at the Royal Albert
Hall, London, at the Festival of Remembrance. On Sunday evening, 9th November, a
religious service was broadeast from the School Memomal Chapel. A report of the service
appears elsewhere in this issue.
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at < On the morning of Remembrance Day, a service was held at Dunblane Cathedral
and at the Cenotaph in Dunblane, which was attended by the School.
The Scottish Country Dancing Club, formed last year, continues to flourish, and *his
& year another new club has been formed: a Badminton Club, of some twenty members,
with the addition of the School Monitors.
| The camp in the Cairngorms during the summer holidays proved to be a success,
= and a report on the adventure is included in this issue of “ The Victorian.”
= HUGH GAVIN LTD. STIRLING
b
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Visitors to the School

(Since Grand Day, 1952)

Miss A. S. Reid, HM. Treasury, C.8, War Office.

Major-General A. D. Telfer-Smollett, C.B.,
C.B.E., D.8.0O.,, M.C,, Visiting Commissioner,

Major D. M. Carter-Campbell, O.C. Depot, The
Cameronians.

Lieut.-Colonel P. A. Cairncross, R.M. R.S.0.
(Scotland), R.N. and R.M.

Brigadier E. L. Percival, D.S.0., H.Q. Highland
District.

Colonel E. T. Heslop, O.B.E, H.Q. Highland
District.

Lieut.-Golonel G. Bowie, H.Q. Scottish Comd.

Captain. G. Wright, H.Q. Scottish Command.

G. 'I. Pringle, Esq., HM. Senior Chief Inspector,
Scoisisn Education Department.

Major A. S. Clarke, R.AE.C,, War Office, AE.4.

Lieuc.-Colonel A. .F. Bell, M.B.E., RE., CR.E.
Highland District.

Major-General T. Scott-Elliot, C.B.E., D.S.0.,
G.0.C. Highland District.

Sir Willlam 8. Murrie, K.B.E, C.B. Visiting
Commuissioner.

—_——
Old Boy Visitors

(Since Grand Day, 1952)

1979 P.;O. N. M. Dick, R.AF.

16472 Mus. Peter L. Gile, R.A.0.C. Staff Band,
Portsmouth. :
Lieut-Colonel W. F. Hawkins, R.AE.C.,
H.Q. 2 AA. Group, Aldershot.
J. H. Stewart, Berwick.
F. R. James, Birkenhead.
J. C. Harvey, Glasgow.

2137 W. J. Duncan, B.AO.R, 15.

2138 W. Duncan, Glasgow.

2212 T. Duncan, Glasgow.

1785 H. Harrison, Edinburgh.

1983 1. F. Morgan, R.AF.

648 J. H. Slorance, Stirling.

2242 J. McN. Hughes, Glasgow.

Cfn. Alec. Cunningham, E, Lothian.

——
News of Old Boys

We have received a letter from Sgt. V. Dunn,
M.M., 1st Bn. The Parachute Regt., M.EL.F, 28,
parts of which we repreduce below:—

It may be of interest to other Old Roys to
know that I mel C.8.M. John West of the Scots
Guards. I entered our Scrgeants' Mess to over-
hear Dunblane School mentioned, and the
speaker and I had a grand chaf over old times
at Q.V. Scheol. 1 should never have known John
West if he hadn’t been talking about *he School,
because of the heavy growh on his upper lip.
1 also heard frem him news of two other Old
Victorians at his camp, the Brothers Rowe, Pipe-
Major and Sergeant respectively, who were ab
School from about 1930 onwards. By LhG.tlme
you receive this letter, John West will prooably
be settled down in his new post as Drill
Instructor at Sandhurst. )

Moascar, the place at which I am stationed

now, should bring back memories to quite a few
0Old Boys who served there about 1937-38. I know
of a few Old Boys who served with me in the
Cameron Highlanders: Norman Anderson, whom
I would like to congratulate on his Long Service
and Good Conduct Medal  Also serving were
Peter and George Sandilands, and also, in the
R.AF., Pilot-Officer Ned Anderscn, whom I was
unfortunate not to meet. Norman Anderson I
did meet, on an exercise when we were lifted by
aircraft from Moascar to an isolated airfield in
the Sinai desert and back again to Moascar.

My congratulations to Bandmaster Lax on
being awarded the British Empire Medal. The
award could not have been more justly deserved.
From the Band Programme I saw in the
magazine, it would seem that the Band has gone
a long way frem the time I was at School. I
was sorry to read about R.S.M, Watson's illness,
and I sincerely hope he is now out of hospital
and in action once more.

[We thank Sgt. Dunn for his letter, and hope
that his news will be of interest to Old Boys who
may read this issue of the magazine, and who
may be inspired to follow Sgt. Dunn's example.—

Editor].
—p—
Valete
2976 Monitor J. B. Graham, “A” Coy.—To
A.A. School. .
2283 Monitor J. Barr, “B” Coy—To A.A.
School.
2324 Monitor J. Webster, “D” Coy.—To A.A.
School. .
2315 Cpl. J. B. Gordon, “B” Coy.—To AA.
School.

2209 Boy B. Reid, “A” Coy.—To Scots Guards.

2247 Boy A. Hufchison, “B” (Pend.)—Black
Watch Military Band. )

2232 Cpl. J. Yule, “A” Coy.—R.AF. Apprentice
Examination.

2244 L./Cpl. E. Clarke, “B” Coy—R.ATF.
Apprentice Examination.

9266 Monitor N. Lambert, “D” Coy.—To
Civilian Life. ' o

2256 Sgt. V. Scullion, “D” Coy.—To Civilian

Life. .
2242 Sgt. J. Hughes, “D” Coy.—To Civilian
Life. : e
2246 Cpl. D. Jamieson, “D” Coy.—To Civilian
Life. .
2403 L./Cpl. J. Scott, “D” Coy.—To Civilian
Life. “wip
2356 Boy W. McLeod, “D” Coy.—To Civilian
Life. .
2950 Boy H. Morgan, “A” Coy.—To Civilian
Life. ol
2245 Boy J. C. Howitt, “B” Coy—To Civilian
Life. . .
2274 Sgt. G. Cairns, “B” Coy.—Withdrawn by
Parents. )
2361 Boy L. Geddes, “D” Coy.—Withdrawn hy
Parents. . ,
9392 Boy W. Morrison, “D” Coy.—Withdrawn
by Parents. .
2438 Boy M. Summers, “A” Coy.—Withdrawn
by Parents.
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2544 Boy G. Verlander, “C" Coy.—Withdrawn

9249

D.Y.R.M.S,

by Parents. J
Monitor J. Raleigh, “C” Coy.—To Civilian
Life. i
16833 Cpl. H. Lacey, “A" Coy.—To. A.A, School. ¥
——
Salvete

2552
2553
2554
2555
2556
2557
2558
2559
2560
2561
2562
2563
2564
2565
2566
2567
2568
2569
2570
2571
2572
2573
2574
2575
2576
2571
2578
2579
2580
2581

Boy A. D. MacLean, “A’” Coy., Seaforth H.
Boy R. J. Bevan, “A” Coy., Royal Scots.
Boy G. S. Neilson, “A” Coy., R.E.

Boy L. H. Harrison, “A” Coy., R.M.P.
Boy M. A. Slorance, “A” Coy., R.AF.

Boy I. E. Carruthers, “A” Coy., R.E.

Boy D. Gibbins, “A” Coy., R.A.S.C.

Boy D. A. Glover, “A” Coy., R.S.F.

Boy R. A. H. Fothergill, “A” Coy., B.W.
Boy J. Maybury, “D” Coy., H.L.I.

Boy J. Gourley, “B” Coy., R.A.

Boy R. J. Marshall, “B” Coy., R.AAF.
Boy E .A. Leigh, “B” Coy., R.A.

Boy M. Burrows, “B” Coy, R.AF.

Boy J. Murphy, “B” Coy., Black Watch.
Boy B. J. Carcaty, “D” Coy., Black Watch.
Boy N. K. Amers, “B” Coy, K.O.S.B.

Boy D. M. Sheach, “B” Coy., Black Watch.
Boy I. K. Tessier, “B” Coy., Scots Guards.
Boy W. R. Culbard, “B” Coy., Black Watch.
Boy E. Lawson, “B” Coy., R. Marines.
Boy R. A. Veasey, “D” Coy., Seaforth H.
Boy A. D. Leitch, “D” Coy., Pioneer Corps.
Boy D. I. McNicol, “A” Coy., R.A,

Boy G. M. D. Thomson, “D” Coy., R.AM.C.
Boy W. R. Wright, “D” Coy., Cameronians.
Boy W. W. Collins, “D” Coy., HL.L

Boy I. H. Forbes, “B” Coy., HL.IL

Boy A. Forbes, “B” Coy., H.L.I,

Boy J. Nicholson, “A” Coy., R.A.C.

Re-admitted:—

2248

Boy R. Greenhorn, “B” Coy.
———

Company championship Shield,
1951-52

Points Winners of
“A” “B” “DY! IIll.Ophy

Education oo o Moy 2 1 “A” Coy.
Rugby Fcotball 1 2 32 “D” Coy.
Association Fcotball 3 1 2 “A” Coy.
Hcckey LA T2 3 1 "B“ Coy.
Cress-Country Running 1 2 3 “D” Coy.
Boxing 96~ co mam 1 3 “D” Coy.
Cricket 3 2 1 “A” Coy.
Athletics .. 2 1 3 “D” Coy:
Swimming 2 1 3 “D” Coy.
Drill e AR 3 1 .2 “A” Coy.
Interior Economy 2 1 3 “D” Coy.
Dancing 3 2 1 “A” Coy.
Totals 27 19 26

Winners—*“A” Coy.
Runners-up—“D” Coy,

Monitors’ Notes

After lesing many monitors at the end of last
term, leaving four of us, the Commandant intre-
duced a new idea of having only five menitors,
cne per company. and the Senicr Monitcr:
Charliec Crombie, who gies to McLaren High
School, makes a sixth. This small amecunt of
monitcrs. has kept us tegether very well, and has
besn enfcrcing better d’scipline. ol

Congratulations to David Edgar and John
Wilscn on being promoted monifors.  Also, we
wish Eddie Phillips and Edgar all the very best
cf luck when they leave Scheol at the end of the
lerm. Eddie is gring to the RATF, Apprentice
School, and “Eggo” to the R.A.C,

Through the efforts of the Commandant and
R.S.M. Lowdcn, the monilcrs have been given
a new recreation room, in the cld A and C read-
ing room, which hdd been turned int> a W.R.L
Central heating has been installed. Our billiard
table has been hewly covered. and new pockats
put on it. We have also bean informed that the
monitcrs will ke receiving a table tennis table
of their own.

The monitcrs now share the enj-yment of the
over-fifteens, being permitted to play for their
company in the sporting activities. I wculd
like to mention the fact that the School rughy
1st XV three-quarter line ccnsisted of five
monitors, the other playing Leck in the serum.
/0n behalf of the meniters and boys, I would
like to welccme cur padre. Mr Muir. We wish
cur readsrs a Merry Xmas and a very happy New
Year. , R P

———
Pipe Notes

Once again it is time for us to record the
doings of cur pipers and dancers, famcus or
ctherwise.

Since Grand Day we have sufferzd the l~ss of
Sgt. Jamieson, Cpl. Gordon, and L/ Cpl. Clarke.
But we welcome to the band Boys MacDonald
and Ellict, and L/Cpl. MacDade. This being the
winter term the pipe band has had no engage-
ments, but {he dancers went to the Rryal Albert
Hall in London, for the Festival of Remembrance.

.At the end of the term we l~se five of cur
pipers, three of whem play in the band—Monitor
Phillips fo the RAF., P/M Ward. and L/Cpl
Cheyne to civilian life, L/Cpl. Hendry to» AAS.,
and Boy Jenkins to A.CC. Our good wishes go
with them wherever they go.

We welcome Mr MacKenzie (an old School
boy) to the School as C.S.M. of “A” Company,
and dancing instructor. : o

For the high standard of our piping we thank
our tufor., Pipe-Majer Sanderson. whoese patient
and enthusiastic metheds of teaching have kept
our band capable and constantly pregressing:

Before we close ancther term’s notes we
wish you all a Merry Xmas and the best in the
future year, P. W.
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[Reproduced from the *“Stirling Sentinel,”
August 5, 1952, by kind permission of the
Editor.]

In all its near-half-century of existence Queen
Victoria. School cannot have had a day mote
glcriously sun-blessed, and at the same time so
well-attended, as on the occasion of the annual
inspection on Wednesday.

This was the Grand Day of all Grand Days,
characterised by marching of the highest order
and drill of a precision that could not fail to
delight the inspecting officer, that lean, lofty
and nost-so-easy-.0 mplease. infantryman, Licut.-
General Sir Colin M. Barber, K.B.E. C.B,
D.S.0,, G.0.C-in-C., Scottish Command.

During inspection and the ‘‘Troop” the
School suffered some casualties in its ranks,
and ncot all ¢f the two hundred and ferty cr so
boys who fell in on the markers at the outset
were able to take part in the march past.

Instead there was a march back from parade
to storehcuse ¢n no less than ten occasicns by
Mr McRobert, the storeman, who carried or
escorted off the field those whom the heat struck
down. All of them recovered quickly.

General Barher’'s aide-de-camp provided hy
the School, Boy George Welsh, of Kippen,
instructed to * Keep going and never mind the
inspecting officer,” obeyed his orders to the letter
and his lone advance down the front rank of the
parade was as impressive in its way as was Sir
Colin's.

Drum Major J. Barr led the plpes and drums
in the Troop to the accompaniment of “oohs”
and ‘“ahs” from the watching throng of two
thousand and more.

The =2jaculalions wers ceccasioned by the sight
of his staff, glittering in the sun as it reached
record altitudes.

At least once the drum major was himself
surprised at the height attained by his soaring
silver stick, and the band was in danger of
having to halt while it made its graceful way

GRAND DAY
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down, but the staff was never in danger of going
to ground.

The march past achieved, and even surpassed,
its usual high standard, and none kept a
straighter line and more rigid dressing than did
the “babes,” bringing up the rear with all the
importance of being nine years old and soldiers
true.

In the enforced absence, through :illnzss, cf
R.SM. W. Watson, the parade was presented
to General Barber by Drum and Bugle Major
W. Dunglison.

Forming three sides of a square the parade
advanced to he addressed by the General, who
won all hearts when he promptly ordered the
boys to: “ Sit down, you've done enough stand-
ing up.”

Then, with the briefest of preliminaries, Sir
Colin got down to brass tacks. Having con-
gratulated the boys on their turnout and bear-
ing, and marked the praise due to the per-
manent staff, he said:

“As you approach man's estate you can'l
learn early enough to master those things that
matter later on.”

Urging the boys to pay attention to what they
learned here at school in the formative years,
General Barber said that many things go to
the making of a successful life. He would be
content to stress three of them.

“First,” he said, “put yourself right in the
background and the team first. I know it is
difficult—we are all selfish.”

The selfish one might seem to have a better
time, and get all he wanted; but he who put his
side first was the better man, and in the end
he succeeded.

“Second, always be upright, and of a tidy
appearance., The Army Corps of Physical Train-
ing have a very good motto, which means ‘A
healthy mind in a healthy body.”

“If you want a healthy mind, you must not
listen to any evil or degrading talk. For a
healthy body you ‘must take some sort of
exercise every day.”
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When they came to man’s estate they should
be moderate in matters of drinking and smok-
ing.

“The third thing is, be loyal and courage-
ous: loyal to your superiors, loyal to your equals,
loyal to your subordinates.”

Reminding the boys that they came from
service families, General Barber emphasised
his hope of their loyalty to their family corps.

Too many boys, he thought, were going into
technical ccrps—he was not decrying the tech-
nicians, but as an infantryman he urged the
boys to “ Go into our grand Highland or Low-
land regiments ”"—a, sentiment greeted with loud
and prolonged applause.

Lady Kinnaird, wife of Perthshire’s Lord
Lieutenant, presented prizes, and other dis-
tinguished guests included Lord Kinnaird him-
self; Admiral Sir Colin Cantlie, K.B.E.,, C.B,,

.C.; Major-General Sir A. B. Ritchiz. K.B.E,,
., CM.G.; Major-General H. Hounsell, C.B.,
E, G.OC. 3rd A.A. Group; Major-General
P. D. Telfer-Smollett, C.B., C.B.E.,, D.S.0.,
M.C.; Air Vice-Mar-hal Sir Charler A, H. L-ng-
croft, K.C.B, C.M.G., D.8.0., A.F.C.; Air Vice-
Marshal H. T. Lydford, C.B, CB.E., AF.C.,
Senicr Air Officer, Scctland, and A.O.C.. 18
Group, R.AF.; Brigadier-General Sir Norman A.
Orr Ewing, Bart, C.B., D.S.0O, AD.C, DL.;
Brigadier W. 8. Beddall, O.B.E., . Director of
Army Education; Colonel E. P. Buchanan of
Touch, M.C., D.L.; Lieut.-Colcnel C. L. Addison
Smith, C.B.E., DL., W.S.

In the enclosure at least one distinguished
“Old Boy” of Queen Victoria School was well
to the fore. He was Wing-Commander F. W.
Kean, R.AF.,, who led the notable “round ihe
world ” flight undertaken by the R.A.F. some
time ago.

It WAS a “Grand Day”

July 30, 1952, will remain a memorable day fcr
me throughout the remainder of my life. It was
on this day I had the honour and privilege of
atfending my old school on “ Grand Day."

Some 70 visifors. comprising the Glasgow
Branch of the Old Boys’ Asscciation, gathered af
the Camerons' Club in Quesn’s Creszent at abouf
10.30, on the morning of 30th July, and here we
were made most weleome by the Steward and
his wife, who both accompanied the party to the
School, The Bar was ¢pened especially for our
party end once again we are indebted to the
Commiftee of the Club for the hospitality
extended.

We left the Cluh at 11.15 in two luxurious
“Grlden  Arrow” cecaches. Tn the partieular
coach I travelled we were nn sooner under way
than our goed friend “Kate” got the singing in
full swing and this continued until we reached
Dunblane. It is some time since I have bzen
in the company of such a hapnv crowd. Tt is
most inferesting to note that “Kate” has had
six brothers in the School and quite a few of us
have at cne time or another come into contact
with one of the “Quinn” family.

On arrival at Dunblane, we made our way to
the Co-rperative Hall and there enjoyed a most
appetising meal capably arrangsd by Old School
Boy “Strathdee.” After lunch we had the
opportunity of baving a walk round the
Cathedral grounds and other places of interest.

It was with great pride that I entered the

School grounds and I was immediately impressed
with the excellent condition of the surrounding
gardens, which speak for themselves regarding
the careful attenticn they are receiving. 'The
memcries which came back to me as I made my
way to the Playing Fields are far too numercus
to mention but, I can assure readers, were mossly
pleasant. Mingling with the visitors on the
Playing Fields, it gave me quite a thrill to spot
cld faces, and it was gced to see Major “Pat”
Cosgrove sitting in the Old Boys’ enclesure.

The display given by the B-ys was in every
way excellent and their bearing on parade,
in a very hot and hlazing sun, was equal to that
expecied of Guardsmen.

On conclusion of the parade we had a very nice
tea on the Playing Fields and a v-te of
appreciation is dus to the School f-r kindly
arranging this excellent meal. Having been fed
and watcred we indulged in a variety of Sports,
Sportsmaster being “Jce” McLecd, who put us
all, from the ycungest to the oldest, to the test.

To conclude a gloricus day the Schoo! Staff
kindly opened the docrs of their Club to us and
2 most enjoyable evening was had by all.

To the School Staff, Boys, and Committes f
the Glasgow Branch Old Boys’ Association I
offer my humble thanks for a wonderful day
and sincerely hope I may have ths hon~ur anA?
privilege of at'ending “Grand Day"” cn many
more occasions.

“A PROUD OLD BOY,”
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Inter-Company Competition
Cricket Shield—*“A” Coy.
Drill Cup—*“A” Coy.
Dancing Shield—*“A"” Coy.
Whitehead Educational Shield—“A’ Company.
Inter-Company Championship Shield — “A”
Coy.

+ i
Presentation of Trophies

Primus Medal—J. Barr.

Dux Medal—A. S. Murray.

Batting Cup—J. B. Graham,

Bowling Cup—J. Barr.

Addison Smith Public Speaking Prizes—1, A.
Quinn; 2, A. S. Muiray.

Sir Robert Cranston Mesmorial Essay Prize—
A. S. Murray.

Fowler Art Prize—J. Barr.
————

Military Band

We are sorry to see Monitor Edgar, who is
leaving for the R.A.C, T. Gavigan and C.
McKenzie, who are gring to civilian life and R.
Carcary and L. Carcll, who are going to the
Naval School of Musie, leaving us this term.

Owing fto the fact that IVth and Vth Forms
are dring extra psriods from 3.5 - 4.35 p.m. on
Tuesdavs and Fridays, Mr Lax is lesing seven of
h's bast p'ayers for two periods a week,

The Black Watch Band werz up to give us a
concert cn 18th November, ona which, I assure
you, we appreciated very much. The solos were
espe-ially enjoyed. these being a post-horn solo,
a bass~on solo. and a xylophone saolo. The
xvloph~nist t~ld the boys that he had been
taught to play the xvlophone by one of Mr Lax’s
cld bovs, Willie Wel~h. who is at presant plaving
in th2 Roval Tanks C-rps Staff Band. On Thurs-
dav. 4th December. The Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders Band came up. and as the Band-
master ~f the A, & SH promised. the two old
havs Band/Sereeant Percy MrKilligan., and
Band /Crrnnral Parkinson were givan some out-
standina pieceg to plav. B/Sot, McKilligan is a
rarinet and sax~vhrne plaver. and B/Ool
Parkrine~n g flute and nicacla plavar B/Cnl.
Pavkineon has regigter~d for a Bandmaster’s
Caprea at Kpaller Tall gnd we wich him tha
bes* of Turk Ameno the ~ther Old Brwve known
tn he wacoictarad far RN Mrnrase gra nle, Clori]
and Dnvid Wataring ~f the RPnval Scots. to whem
we wish suceess in th=ir crurss.

Annthar ex-nlavar from the A, & ST Band
is Rrhert Minn. wha hag iyst nageed his BM
eruvse and has re-eiyed his “TTP” as Band-
moster of Tha Rewval Tnnickilline Fusilisvs, e
1aft, the Sch~gl ahruf 1026, Tha Bandmaster
pre~nivad g letter feom him veonesting anv Army
enthugiagts tn inin his RTH Rand. We con-
gratiiota Prhart om hie achinsyemant,

A letter hag alep hapn yesaived from Biand
Reid. who iotned the Sonts Guards in Sephomber.
He is now taking a Pupil's Course af Eneller

Hall; he tells us there are quite a number of Old
Boys there on courses. We wish Bland and all
Old Boys every success.

We-havs, as is usual this term, played down at
the Dunblans War Memorial on Armistice Day.

We have been requested, as usual, to play at
this year’s Christmas Concert. It gives the boys
great pleasure to play for their Scheol chums.
Amongzt the items to be played are a few pop-
ular Christmas Carcis and Olympia Overture.

We ave at pressnt working hard for the
summer programmes, and expect to be busy with
engagements, as next year is Coronation Year.
Many requests have already becn gent in for our
sarvices.

In spite of many losses, the band is maintain-
ing a very high standard.

Our late Headmaster and Band President,
Major Washtell, has now left us, and we now
welccme Major Morrison and family, our new

and President and Hzadmaster, to the School.
We hope Major Mcrrison and family have a very
pleasant stay here.

Ronnie Smith was here to visit the School in
September from Sandhurst, where he is doing
very well.

On Grand Day we were pleased to see a
number of Ol Boys up, and as an Old Boy
remarked:

“Mr Lax is still as full of fire and energy,
in spite of advancing years, as ever he was. He
still carries a ‘Big Punch’ in that wee stick.”
(As we Band boys know in more ways than
one!l)

The Boys are glad to see Mrs Lax improving
in health as time goes on.

We will always be delighted to hear from Old
Boys from far-off lands. Well, I will close by
wishing Mr and Mrs Lax, and everyone & very
Merry Xmas and a Guid New Year.

JOCK (Jnr.)
e

Drum _Notes /

We of the drums and bugles miss very much
My Dunglison, wha has left the School and is
now livine in Glaseow. We wish him and his
family a successful future.

Th= hovs whn are leaving this term are:—
Cpl. Milne. R.. Cpl. Aitken, M., Cpl. Clarke, J,
Bov MecIntosh, H., and Boy Riddell, D.

Dmm-Maior Barr. who left in the summer, has
haon replared by Cnl. Adams.  Amongsh the
Juniors we have a fine bugler in Boy Colburn,
who will be a Senior next term. And, of course,
we still have with us Boy Sim, best of
drummsaers.

We have nn engagements this term, but we are
Ir~king forward to goihg to Murrayfleld next
term.

As it is verv near Christmas we wish you 2ll
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

T. B,
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“A” Company Notes

On the retirement of R.S.M. Watson, our
C.S.M., Mr Lowdon, was appointed as his
successor. He has now filled the post for a term.
Our new C.S.M. is latz of the Scots Guards. He
is C.8.M. MacKenzie, and he is also an Old
Victorian.

There has, in fact, been a complete change in
our administration and Lieut. Drew, R.AE.C,,
has now taken over from Capt. Jordan, R,A.E.C.
Capt. Jordan is studying very hard for Stafl
College, and has our best wishes.

As is usual in the Coy., the main interest is
sport, and this ferm it is rugger which cccupies
our attention. Even though we haven’t been
successful in the inter-company rugger champion-
ship we are still practising and enjoying the
game, with bright prospacts for the future. There
is also a very keen interest being laken in the
boxing and cross-country practices, for both of
these events will be decided next term. We
are very well represented in the School rugger
teams by S/Mon. Fairbairn (full-back and capt.),
Mon. Edgar (left-centre and kicker), L/Cpl
Cheynz (a very energetic scrum-half), and many
more.

We have recruited several hoys from C Coy.
and they are all settling down exceptionally
well. At the end of this term we say “au revoic”
to our monitor, David Edgar, who departs to the
R.A.C. Training Schcol; L/Cpl. Hendry to the
Army Apprentice School, Harrogate; and to
civilian life go P/Major Ward and L/Cpl
Cheyne. Whatever they do, wherever they go,
they will be always in our thoughts.

At our Hallowe’sn Celebrations this term our
comedians and artists came to the front again.
Mon, Edgar disguised himself as Chaxrlie Chaplin
and gained 2nd prize in the Guising Competition.
The lanterns enterad from the Coy. were
awarded 1st prize, and altcgether we came 2nd
for the evening.

As usual we end this term with a party, and
this time, as well ag ths food and entertainment.
Santa Claus is giving us all a small present. On
this note of festivity we send out cur wishes to
you all, and may you all enjoy yourselves as we
intend to do. There is every prospect of a white
and Merry Christmas, so let us make sure that
“Auld Lang Syne” is merrier still.

A. 8. M. and B. E.
———

“B” Company Notes

At the beginning of this term the Company
had a few replacements from “C” Coy. to bring
us up to strength, They were G. Welsh. R.
McKenzie, J Orr, M. McDonald, A. McDonald,
J. Branncn, R. Copeland, and T. M. Burns from
“A” Coy.

This year we started off with a triple triumph
in the Hallowe’en competitions, winning the
seven-a-side rugby (all four Companics tcok part
in this), the appls dookin’, and the guiser. The
guisers were “Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson’?
(Cpl. Milne and A. Quinn). Consequently we
won the Hallowe'en Trophy.

Another important item to mark the beginning

of this term, was the doing away with the age
limit in compztitions so that people over fifteen
were eligible to play for their Ccmpanies, This
was & benefit both to “A” and “B” Companies
and no doubt in later years “D” Coy. will find it
usaful.

So far in the rugby competitions “B” Coy. 1st
and 2nd Fifteens have played one game each
against “A” Cocy. The firsts were victorious,
winning 10-3 and the seconds drew 3-3.

Soon we play “D” Coy., who have two points,
s0 we start off with the advantage of one point.

Al the end of this term we are losing three
members of the Company, namely, Monitor
Phillips, Cpl. Milne, and Boy Jenkins.

Now, as there is nothing more of note that has
happened (his fterm, it only leaves me to say
on behalf of the Company “A merry Christmas to
one and all.” /E:’ C. P

i ,,__’__. V

“C” Company Notes

Truec to tradition I commence with the lists of
names of neweomers to our little community,
namely the “Reeruits.” Of these boys, several
are already showing promise. Since our last
isaue of "The Vietorian,” Mon. J. Raleigh went to
civilian life, Sgt, C. MacKenzie is going w be a
game warden up North, and Cpl. J. M. Clarke
leaves us lor the Royal Scols Pipe Band. This
term we lest C.S.M. Dunglison, who retired, and
in his place we have Pipe-Major Sanderson, “C"
Coy. wishes both of these gentlemen and their
families the bast of luck in 1953.

A memcrable occasion this term was
f‘Hallowe’en” when “C” Coy., for the first time
i years, took part in the seven-a-side rugby.
We did well in this event, drawing with “A"
Coy. and “D" Coy., bul we were bealen by “B”
Coy. "C" Coy. tcok part in the other competi-
tions, but with liitle sucesss.

We have scveral notable sportsmen in “C”
0y, 8s every N.C.O, hes playsd for either the
Loor 2nd Rugby XV's of the School. Even the
uits have their notables, one of whom is
Sheach, who played for his Company in the
Inter-Company Rugby Competition,

_Ag the day draws to an end, so these notes
draw to an end, and I wish my readsrs “A merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year"

HUMPHREY.
—— \%P
“D” Company Notes

The tarm opened without thres of our previcus
N.C.O's—Monitor Webster, Sgts, Scullion and
Hughies, But with promoticns to Monitor of
Cpl. J. Wilsen, and to Sergean!s of Cpls.
Williamson and A. McDonald, their lcss was
soon forgolien, To réplaze them we reseived our
usiial quota of recruits from “€" Coy., most of
wiom are established in the “Napier” dorm.,
under Szt MeDomald and L/Cpl. McLecd, who
are gradually licking them into shape.

We did very well in the Hallowe'sn Cup,
coming second to “B" Coy. in the seven-a-side
rughy, but we were very unlucky to be placed
only third in the whole series. Well, such is

1
i
£
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bad lu.k, and we must not begrudge other
wempanies their successes in the competition.

Even .o, in the Company rugger, we still beat
“"A” Coy. 1st XV, althcugh cur 2nds lost. We
have high hcpes ¢f repeating our success against
“B" Goy.; buy, as the final has been poscponed,
we cannot do anylhing about it yet.

Our Company tund (for buying indoor games
anua small ariicles c¢f kit), is in the region of
bstween £3 and £4 so we can expect such games
as “Moncpoly” very soon. In the meantime, we
are looking rorward .0 the Xmas Party.

We wish Capo. Ross and C.S.vM. White and
thear tam.les, and all bays, a merry Christmas
and a Happy New Ycar. J. W.

Educational Prizes, 1952

Form v. Peuze—-0D. McArihur.

Form V Prize—C. Crombie,

ro.m 1V--turm Pr.ze, English, Maths—A. S.
Muriay; 2nd Prize, 4ith year—E. Paillips.

Fo.m lila—p.rm Pi:Zze, English—W. A.
Jones; Maths—N. Poulson; French—J. M.
McArihur.

rorm wIb — Porm Prize, Wocdwork — H.
Lacey; English—J. B. Graaam,

Form ila—Form Prize, French—P. Dempsey;
Englsh—R. Adams; Maths, Art., Woodwork—
K. Gavigan; Art.—J. Wilscn.

Form ITb—Form Prize—R. Hastie; Form Prize
(2nd) — P. Ward; ZEnglish, Woodwork — A.
McArthur.

Form I1Ic — Form Prize, Gecgraphy — A.
Ne'lson; Fzrm Prize (2nd)—W. Cunningham.

Form Ia—Form Prize, English—C. D.uglas;
Geography—M. Summeors; French— C. Carcary;
history, Arl—R. Anderson.

Form Ib—Form Pr.ze--J. Fairbairn; English—
B. McHugh; Maths.—W. Beveridge.

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT

P. VIIa—Form Prize, Maths.—W. Morrison;
All-Rcund  Excellence—G. Welsh; English—E.
Gaidner.

P, VIIb—Form Prize—M. Wocd; Maths.—R.
Tasker; Art—I. Woocd.

P. Via—F.rm Prize, English, Maths., Geo-
graphy—A. I. Hamilton; H.s ory—R. Watson.

P. VIb — Form Prize, Maths.,, History — P.
Hughes; English—G. Morrison.

P. V—Form Prize—-D. McK. Aitchison; English
—A. C. McDonald; Maths—J. Rennie; Prize
or Precgress—I. F. Scott.

+

Piping and Dancing Prizes, 1952

Boyd Prizes—Piping—Class “A”—Slow March
—S Robertson; March— 8. Robertson; Open
Strathspey and Reel—S. Rchertson.

Dancing — Clazs “A” — Highland Fling — S.
Rchertscn and P. Ward (Ist equal); Sword
Dance—D. McDonald.

Other Prizes—Piping—Class “B”—Slow March
—A. McDonald; March—A. McDonald.

Dancing— Class “B"—Highland Fling—A.
McDonald; Sword Dance—W. McColl.

v

Piping—Class “C"—Chanter Compsetiticn—A.
C. McDonald; Highland Fling—G. Ferrier.

Inter-Company Dancing (Shield) — 1st “A”;
2nd an; 3l‘d “D‘.”

The Shaw Stewart Prize—“A” Coy.—P. Ward,
A. Airnes, W. Cheyne, W. McColl.

Cups—Best Piper—S. Robertson; Best Dancer
—P wWard.

——

Military Band Prizes

Grade I—T. Gavigan, G. Cairns, V. Scullion,
N. Poulscn.

Grade II—J. Wilson, K. Gavigan, W. Jones,
A, Gibson.

Grade IIT—A. McArthur, J. Fairbairn, J.
Findley, J. Morgan.

Junior Grade—T. Simpson, G. Welsh, R.
Rennie, J. McKillop.

Special Prizes—R. Fairbairn, A. Murray

Application—J. MecArthur, J. Simpson, J.
McKellan, R. Carcary, A, Hutchison, A. Grieve.

Cup fcr Best Progress of the Year—Senior—B.
Reid; Junior—A. I. Hamilton.

———

Drumming and Bugling Prizes,
4 1952 e

Side Drumming, Senior—J. Hughes.

Bass and Tenor Drumming—A F, Brown. M

Bugling, S8enicr—I, Nicholson.

Side Drumming, Junior—D. Riddell.
Bugling, Junicr—J. Carcary.

Silver Bugle—I. Nichclson.

Cup for Best Drummer—J. Hughes.
Best Drummer and Bugler—T. Burns.
Tailor’'s Prize—H. McIntosh.

_+-
Regimental Prizes, 1952

R.A—F. McLead.

R.E—B. Williamson.

Scots Guards—B. Reid.

Royal Scots (R.R.)—J. McArthur; E. Clarke.

King's Own Scottish Borderers—J. Morgan.

Camercniens (S.R.)—R. Fairbairn. }

Black Watch (RHR.)—Wauchops Prize—J
Raleigh,

Black Watch
A. Hulchison,

Highland Light Infantry—E. Phillips; D.
Edgar.

Gordon Highlanders—Sir George White Prize
—J. Jamiescn.

Gordon Highlanders—W. Cheyne.

Seaforth Highlanders—C. Mackenzie; W. A.
Jones; J. McKellan; W. Corccran.

Cameron Highlanders—R, Adams.

Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders—J. White.

Other Regiments—P. Gibson.

Cerps—S. Robertson.

Details—P. Dempsey.

R.AF-—J. Yule.

D.Y.R.ML.S.—N. Poulson.

“C” Coy—C. McNicol; E. Bruce.

Jock Stewart Prize—A, Hutchison.

Royal Scots Fusilicrs—J. Barr; J. Wilson. /

(RH.R.)—MacKenzie Prize—

el |

/
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Boxing

New rules concerning the Individual and
Inter-Company Championships have now been
drawn up, and will be pul into eperation next
term when this year's championships will be
held. In accordance with the new rules the
Inter-Company Championships will now be con-
ducted in conjunction with the Individual
Championships — the winners, runners-up and
losing semi-finalists In each age and weighi
class claiming points for their respective Com-
panies. The positions of the Companies will
then be determined by totalling these poings.

Although no compefitions have been held this
term, a party of enthuslasts have been training
regularly. Six of these boys have now been
entered for the Scollish Schoolboys’ Amateur
Boxing Association Championships {o be held in
Glasgow on. Saturday, 13th December. Our
representatives are:—

Senior Class—R, Greenhorn and E. Phillips.

Intermediale Class—D. Edgar and J. Findlay.

Junior Class—K, MacCpimmon and A. Quinil.

Rugby Football

We started the season with the idea thal our
15t XV would be a very light side, but judging
by the matches thaf have been played, the team,
although lighter than last year's, has shown
better teamwork than it has done during the
past two seasons.

In all our matches, our forwards have more
than held their own, with Williamson, our pack
leader, and Greenhorn ¢lways prominent; Willie
Jones has given grand performances in the
loose, and they have always been well supported
by Crombie and Murray — greatly improved
forwards—while MacKenzie, Milne and Gavigan
have aiways given us of their best. Our problem
in this department has been our inahility to find
a hooker who ecan be equally as good in the loose
as in the seb scrums. Cromar was very promis-
ing at first, but faded away towards the end of
the season with the recurrence of an old ten-
dency of his to "hang aboul” between his pack
and the serum-half.

The backs, although' often smaller and less
ex?erieu_ced than their opponents, have done
well against such odds. Cheyne has alwa Vs given
grand service af the base of the serum, and
young Wilson, with more experience, should
develop into a very useful stend-off, Phillips,
Roberison and Edgar in the “threes" have played
well, both in attack and defence; although prim-
arily individuals, they have at times (bub not
offen enough) shown occasional brilliance in
combination; Edgar can also be a {irst class
kicker when on form. The rizht-wing berth
has been shared by Burns and Coulson, both of
whom are good in defence but lack speed in
attack, The team’s captain, Fairbairn, at full-
back has improved with each muateh; a fearless
tackler, a sale kicker and a strong runner, he
gggtuégdggviﬂop into a rmlg ft}ll-hack once he has
suce : avercoming his hesitancy in “taking
tha Ha]l on ]thelrunﬂ' 5 SHARCY In"takdag

J1ers who have made an appearance in the
1st XV are H. Fairbaimn, P, S!]Ijt-llii‘l'lmlrl and D.
MeInnes—three young forwards who have been
giving yeoman service fo our 2nd XV,

Our 2nd XV. captained hy P, Ward, have had
their good and bad games in furn, and on one
occasion they really excelled themselves by beat-
ing Stirling High School 3rd XV by 10 pts. to

3 pls. at Torbrex, A grand game — one of the
best exhibitions of teamwork and forward play
sings the Springbok tour!

The "Babes” successfully lived up to the high
standard set by their predecessoi's and once
again enhanced the name of the school on the
sporting map. 'They have been ably led by J.
Morgan, a very promising forward, who has
Been  will supported by Hualer, Quinig and
facCrimmen in the pack, and by McLeod,
Simpson and Beveridge amongst the backs.
They created & record in beating Dollar Academy
10th XV by 50 pts. to nil.

Cn behalf of the teams and the School in
general, I would like to extend my sincerest
thanks to Messrs J. Sutherland, R. I. W. Bowen
and R. E. Hughes and Gapt. J. A, Rozs for en-
suring yet ancther happy and successful season.

FIXTURES AND RESULTS
Ist XV.

v. Morrison’s Academy, Crieff, 3rd XV (away) :
Lost, 6 nts. to 11 pts.

v. Stirling High School 2nd XV (liome) : Won,
31 ots. to: 5 pts. .
. vi ;\”ﬂﬂ. Academy Ist XV (away): Lost, 11 pts.

o 14 pis.

v. Dollar Academy 4th XV (away) : Lost, 8 pts.

to 12 pts.

v. 'Irinity College, Glenalmond, 4th XV
(home) . Drawyp, 11 pis. to 11 pts.

; v. Perth Academy 2nd XV (home) : Lost, 3 pls.
o 6 pts.

v. Dollar Academy 4th XV (home): Won, 17
pts. to 5 pts.

v. Alloa Academy 1st XV (home): Cancelled.

v. Trinity College, Glenalmond, 4th XV: To
he played 13/12/52.

Played 7, won 2, drawn 1, lost 4; 87 pts. for,
63 pts. against.

2nd XV.

v. Morrison's Academy, Crieff, 4th XV (away) :
Lost, 3 pts, to 12 pts.

v. Alloa Academy 2nd XV (away): Lost 0 pts.
Lo 12 pls.

v. Alloa Academy 2nd XV (home): Lost 8§ pts.
to 12 pts.

v. Dollar Academy 7th XV (home): Lost 3
pts. to 14 pts, .

v. Stirling High School 3rd XV (away): Won,
10 nts. o 3 nis,

ﬁ Etirling High School 3rd XV (home): Can-
celled.

v. Dollar Aeademy Tth XV (away) : Cancelled.

Played 5, won 1, drawn 0, lost 4: 24 pts. for,

53 pts, against,
JUNIOR XV.

v. Stirling High School 4th XV (home) : Won,
9 pte. to nil.

v. Dollar Academy 10th XV (away): Won 50
pts. to ni%.G

v. Hurs Tange Prep. School 1s 3 :
Won. 29 nts. to %1 pts.” e )

v. Perth Academy Junior XV (home): Won,
21 nts. to nil.

v. Stirling High School 4th XV (away): Won,
30 pts. to 3 vts.

v. Dollar Academy 10th XV (home): Can-
celled.

Played 5, won 5, drawn 0, lost 0; 139 pts for
14 pts. against. s .

COLOURS

Already in possession—Full Colours—R. Fair-
bairn (capt.) and R. Greenhorn (vice-captain).
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Half Colours—C. Crombie, E. Phillips, S. Robert-
son and B. Williamson.

New Awards: — Full Colours —C. Crombie, E.
Phillips, S. Robertson and B. Williamson. Half
Colours — W. Cheyne, D. Edgar, W. Jones, A.
Murray, J. Wilson.

INTER-COMPANY RUGGER
CHAMPIONSHIP

The Championships have reached their final
stage but owing to the hard frost, which has put
a stop to our rugby for the past fortnight, we
have been unable to play off the final matches
between “B" and “D" Companies’ 1st and 2nd
Division teams. Present positions in the League
table are :—

“A” Coy.—Played 4, won 1, drawn 1, lost 2 —
3

3

pts.
“B” Coy.—Played 2, won 1, drawn 1, lost 0 —

pts.
“D” Coy.—Played 2, won 1, drawn 0, lost 1 —
2 pts.

HALLOWE'EN SEVEN-A-SIDE INTER
COMPANY COMPETITION
“B"” Company, with a well-balanced team, were
too strong for the other companies and won all
their matehes. They played well throughout and
adopted the right tactics for such a competition.
Final positions:—“B" Coy., 6 pts; “D” Coy.,
3 pts; “C" Coy., 2 pts.; “A” Coy., 1 pt.
“B” Coy. team :—BE. Phillips, R. Greenhorn,
H. Fairbairn, R, Hastie, P. Sutherland, J. Quinn
and A. Quinn.

—_—
Attention Old Victorians

We like to think that this magazine acts as a
link between you and your cld school and
between ycu and your former classmates. That
is why we are always asking you to write to
us and tell us what you are deing and where you
are doing it.

Uniortunately, time and money do not allow
us to print the magazine more often than twice
a year. To fill the gap, therefcre, we are pro-
posing to issue a ‘“nswsletter.” This will be
compiled from letters received by Old Victorians
between magazinz times, and will also contain
any notices or intimations of interest to Old
Boys which we feel cannot wait till the following
issue of the Magazine.

What we want ycu to do, then—all of you—is
to write to the Headmaster at the School (and
to keep writing), and give details of your present
job, whether in the Services or civilian life.
Remember, to you it may bz just routine, but to
somsone else who knew you af school and: who
has lost track of you, it may be NEWS., Now
then, let’s have those letters!

Remember, at school it was: “Left, right!”
Now that you've left, write!

Religious Service

[The following report is reprinted from “The
Stirling Sentinel” of 11th November, 1952, by
kind permission of the Editor].

The Queen Victoria School had the honour on
Sunday evening of having a service of
remembrance to those who feli in battle relayed
by wireless from their Memorial Chapel.

The service, which lasted 40 minutes, was well

heard. It was conducted by the School's new
resident chaplain, the Rev. James A. Muir.

L/Cpl Gavigan read the Scripture lesson,
which was in the 11th Chapter of Hebrews. It
was followed by prayer.

Rev. W. QGorin, the Episcopal chaplain,
delivered the sermon, which was highly
appropriate.

Many of those who were listening had
probably, he said, some connection with the
School, perhaps a parent or friend of one of the
sixty boys who had given their lives in one or
other of the two wars which had taken place
since the School was opened in 1909.

Perhaps they might have heard the School
Bands at Murrayfield, Ibrox, or one of the
innumerable towns or villages where their
services had been called for, and that they had
been impressad by the manly bearing of the boys
as well as the remarkable quality of their
musicianship.

The Schoal, he stressed, was not a charitable
institution. Every boy had been paid for by his
father’s service to the State—service which had
bzen crowned in many instances by death.

When they saw or heard the boys he asked
them not to be content to admire them but to
remember all that they stocd for and St. Paul's
exhortation: “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith,
quit you like men, be strong.”

The organist was Mr D, Campbell.

———

Festival of Remembrance

On Thursday morning, 6th November, a party
of 26 boys left Dunblane to represent the School
ab the Festival of Remembrance in the Royal
Albert Hall, London. We arrived in London that
evening at nine o’cleck and we were met by a
bus at Euston Station. We travelled to the
Union Jack Club in Waterloo by a round-about
route while our new dancing instructor, C.8.M.
McKenzie, pointed out the important buildings
and places of that area. We were well received
at the Union Jack Club and we were given an
excellent supper of fish and chips, all the boys
agrecing that the catering at the club was
exceptionally gocd.

Next morning we were up early and away to
the Albert Hall to begin our rehearsals, which
lasted until early wevening. After tea, we were
promised a television show, but, unfortunately,
the set broke down so we had to entertain our-
selves In other ways.

When we went along to the Hall next morning,
we had our last rehearsals and went to a hall
nearby to have lunch. We returned in the after-
for the afterncon and evening performances.
This was the first time some boys had danced
in front of large audiences and had appeared on
television,

Sunday was our last day in London and, in the
opinion of most boys, the best. Some of the boys
who had relatives in the Liondon area went to see
them, and when they came back that night they
all claimed that some relative had seen them on
the television all the time! The remainder of us
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went for a walk to Buckingham: Palace. On the
way we saw the bands and squads taking part in
the Cenotaph parade. We received a pleasant
surprise when we saw the Queen leaving the
Palace to go to the Parade. The afterncon was
spant packing, and we went to the cinema in the
evening, after which we played Dbilliards and
sncoker for an hour.

We left London on the night train, but the
engine developed trouble and we arrived in
Stirling two hours late. We came back to the
School by bus and, after having a late breakfast,

we went to bed for an hour. A A,
—_——
“Shakespeare—But not in the
Classroom”

On 13th November a party of boys from Forms
IITa, IV, and V left the School by ’bus for the
Theatre in Perth.

On our arrivel there we made out way into
the stalls. Everyone was looking forward {o the
production of “Julius Caesar,” by the Perth
Theatre Company. There was much talking ...
and suddenly the curtain rose . . . but nothing
happened, except of course, the levelling of the
front cloth, which was made of good marble!

A striking march was played and slowly and
waveringly the front cloth rose. I do not want
to bore you with a story you all well know. The
play, as a whole, was well praduced and held my
attention throughout.

The first point worthy of comment was the
clear speaking, sometimes rapid, but "always
understandable. This mainly applies to the
actor playing the part of Cassius; an actor who
portrayed his meanings by loud voice and suit-
able actions. The costumes were attractive,
colourful and well worn; the women’s dresses,
especially, caught the eye bacause of their bright
colours. Steps, walls, balconies, and other parts
of settings, besides being well placed, looked
real. The most striking feature, to my mind,
was the crowd scenes, which were done extremely
well, particularly during Mark Antony’s famous
oration over the dead body of Caesar.

J. McA.

—_——

From the Examination Room
A water-spider is a hibernated mammal.

Q. —Supply words for the blank spaces in the
following sentences and underline.

A—Water spiders make their nests af the
bottom of the seq. The nests are shaped like a
bag and are made of ice. Like all spiders, the
water spider has short legs and Dlue eyes.

The Tundra is a river that flows past the
Mississippi.

The parts of an insect’s body are: head,
thorax and abraham.

Q.—What happens to annuals, biennials and
perennials in the winter? -

A—(D) Annuals hibernate, biennials migrate
and perennials do nof survive. (ii) Perennials
sit by the fire.

Unpublished Correspondence by
E. J. D.

The following letter was discovered by an
inquisitive boy N .C.O., who. instead of haring
with proper keenness round the cross-country
course, was discovered knee deep in a wastepaper
basket looking, presumably, for examination
papzars. With great reluctance he was “invited”
to return the decuments he had found. No one
has yet discovered who is responsible for what
follows!

To:—All Boys.

From:— ? ?

Subject:—Discipline—Dying.

I have heen instructed to bring to the notice
of all boys the following extracts from a circular
by the Ministry of Mortification.

It hag been brought to the notice of the Chief
Mortician, that boys in various military schools
have been dying without the consent of their
superior officers. It must be fully understood that
the boypower shortage is still acute; anyone
therefore who dies without first obtaining a
permit, can be subject to severe disciplinary
action.

In order to ensure that all necessary pre-
cautions are taken, the following instructions are
to be carried out forthwith:—

The psrson intending to die will be known as
the “victim.”

Under no circumstances whatsoever will a boy
be allowed to die in his own time; the following
drill movements will be strictly adhered to:—

1. On receipt of the command “Victim die by
numbers——Victim One,” the boy will stagger a
full pace of 30 inches, at the same time allowing
his eyes to glaze.

2. On the command “Vietim Two” he will sink
down slowly and smartly to his knees, count a
pause of 2-3, then fall forward on his face. arms
outstretched and thumbs in line with his ears.

3. On the command “Victim Three,” he will
lower his legs, ensuring that his toes are at an
angle of 30 degrees with his shoulder-blades.

4. The victim may then draw his last breath,
in his own time. The death rattle will not be
used except on ceremonial dying parades or
unless authorised by an officer not below the
rank of acting unpaid Field Marshal.

5. Before dying, & map with the best route to
heaven will be drawn from the stores and clearly
marked with the owner’s name and number. The
route will be strictly adhered to.

6. Officers who are passed on their way down to
the subterrancan depths will be paid the usual
compliments.

7. On arrival at their destination boys will
report to the R.S.M. of the Angellification Corps,
where they will receive:—

Wings, pairs—1
Harps, basic playing—1 ,
Clouds, fleecy and/or cumulus—I1.

8. Wings will bg blancoed daily with Stardust,
clouds checked for condensation and filled with
antifreeze when necessary. One hour after
arrival boys will parade for halo-fitting.

Signed (I. L. LEGIBLE).
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The Legend of LLLYN Y VAN

In a certain mountaincus district of South
Wales there lies a jonely leke, surrounded by
nhills, which is called Llyn v Van, ¢r the Van lake.

Hundreds of years ago a shacpherd youth was
grazing his flecck on the grassy verge of the
lake, when suddenly he was aware of a person
advancing towarlds him, gliding cver the smooth
surface of tha leke. on saw that it was a
beautiful maiden, in fine and costly
garments. Yellow was her hair as the flower of
the broom plant; B were her cyes as the
summer sky, and s 2 were her feet that the
daisies locked dark besidz them. The young
shepherd fell utterly in love withh her from that
mome:nt, but coculd do nos mos [han fto stand
gpellbzurd, € CE3,  unheo usly  holding
out. to her the b nd meat which his mother
had provided for his midday meal. The maiden
smiled bewitchingly, shock her head, and said,

“Cras dy fara,

Nid hawdd fy nala.” .

(“Your bread iz hard baked: T am not 30 casily
caught”). Then she disappeaved beneath the
surface of the lake. The youth waited for the
rest of the day, bul saw no further sign of the
maiden.

When he returned home in the evening, he told
his mother what hs had secen, and she said that
for the next day she weuld prepare soms vevy,
very lightly baked bread, which he could take
with him. The yocung man hardly slept that
night, and by the time that the earliest rays of
the sun were gilding the eastern sky, he was
standing by ths shore cf the Van lake. The sun
mounted in the sky, the hours crawled by, while
ha waited in a 2 2. At last, when
he had almost p hcope, the maiden
app-oared again, gliding towards him over the
silver water., He held out to her his offering of
lightly baked bread, but once again she smiled,
shook her head, and said:

“Gwyn dy fara

Nid hawdd fy nala.”
read ig too lighily baked: I am not so
easily caught”). Then she disappeared belsw the
surface of the lake.

ol

herd veturned home
¥ s mother of his ill-
She bade him to he ol good cowage,
for the next da 1

ay sz would pre-
ard b

ted ncr lightly
seemed  very
and no sooner
t appeared than he was away
the lake, bearing with him his
AY noon the water maiden re-
appeared cnce e, ( wicze, specchless
with love and ar Ly, the pherd h:ald out to
her the bzead of his mid-day meal. How great
was his delight when {his {iime she said:

“Tawn dy faia

Hawaa Iy nala.”
(“Yeour hread is right, so0 I am easily caught.”)
Then she isappeared once more, and the
shepherd, a2lmost mad with disappcintment, was
abcut to hurl himscif into the depths of the
lake, when suddenly she reappeared, accompanied

hours of
he lay s

had the fir
to the shor
cflering of

this time by a grey haired and grey bearded man
of a kingly and dignified mien, who addressed
the shepherd thus. “Know. shepherd, that I am
the king of the lands below the surface of the
lakes, and that this is my daughter. Long has
loved you from afar, and has wearied me
with pleas and intsrcessions that she might
speak with you, which heretofore I have for-
bidden; but she cvercame my resistance. Now
she is yours; take l n magrriage, but remember
well this warning; that if at any time you give
her three blows without cause, she will forsake
you and rzturn to mez; not oaly herself, but all
she has.” The shepherd ceuld not imagine that
he would ever give even onc blow to his beloved,
let alone three, and gladly consented. Then the
king turned to his daughter, and said that as a
dowry she cculd have as many cattle, sheep,
goats, pigs, and horses as she could count in the
space of a single breath. The princass adopted
the methcd of counting as rapidly as possible in
fives, thus:—“One! two! three! four! five! . . .
One! two! three! four! five! .. .” As soon as
she had finished ccunting, so many animals as
she had counted in one breath came out of the
lake. She bade farewell to her father, and then
turned joyfully towards her young lover.

The two weve soon married, and with the
princess’s dowry were able to set up a well-
stocked farm. Soon a son was born to them, and
then two more. Their life was happy, and their
love increased. During the first months of their
marriage, the young farmer bore in mind the
king’s warning concerning the three blows, but
as time went on he rememberad less and less
frequently.

One day, he and his wife had decided to visit
a neighbouring fair, to buy some stock. Early
in the morning they left the house and went
down to a field, intending to catch a horse to
harness to their cart When thev reached the
ficld, the farmer discovered that he had left his
gloves behind, so he asked his wife to catch the
herse, while he returned to the house for his
gloves. When he came back, expecting to find
the hors'q caught, he found his wife standing
in the middle of the field and the horse still
uncaught. Jocularly he struck his wife on the
shoulder with his glove, saying “Why did you
not do as I bade you?" She turned to him and
said: “That jis the first of the three blows.”
Then the farmer remembered the warning of the
king, her father, and resclved to be more careful
in futore

Mupy months later, they were invited to a
wedding feast. All was merry and Joyful, wilh
the gue laughing and feasting and dancing,
when the wafer princess hurst into weeping.
They asked her why she wept so bitterly, but
received no answer; and sinece her tears were

inging the merriment to an untimely end, her
husband tapped her on fhe shoulder and asked
why she wepl. BShe turned to him and said: “T
weaep because I foresee that this marriage which
has begun in joy will end in sorrow. This is
the second of the three blows.”

TFor a long time after the farmer was mindful
that he had struck two out of the three blows,
But the months passed, and the memory faded.
Then one day he and his wife were asked to
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attend the funeral ¢f an old man who had lived
an unhappy life. At the church, all the mcurners
had sclemn faces, and spoke in quiet, hushed
tones. Suddenly the wifz bzgan to laugh and
be meiry, and continued to laugh in spite of the
indignation c¢f the mourners. The farmer
turned to his wife, and, forgetful of the fact that
two blows had already been siruck, tapped his
wife cn the shoulder, and bade her be quict,
asking why she was sz merry. “Why should I

not he meirvy,” she asked, “when he who has had :

so long and ss scrrowful a life should now have
ieft hohind his scrrow and his grief, and shculd
be enjoying cverlasting peace and felicity? And
now you have struck the third causeless blow,
and I must leave you, and all that is mine must
go with me.”

So saying, she left thz church, and went back
t3 the farm. From thence she tock the path to
Llyn y Van, not heading the cries and pleas of
her sorrowing hushend and sons. As she went,
she called on the descendants of thz horses,
cattle, sheep, nigs, and gcats that had originally
come with her from the Van lake, and they left
their pasturcs and stables and sties. ard went

i her, Even a littie black calf, which had
slaughtiered {he nravious day, and which
hanging cn o hcok, cams t2 life, and jump-
ing fvom the hock, followed her. When (hs
watsr princess came to the shore of Liyn y Van,
sho. and all the animals, walked into the water
and disappeared.

He: husbhand nzver saw her again., For many
days he haunted the shercs ¢f thz Van lake,
calling in sorrcw and grizf for his losfl wife; but
grodually mess of his lozs grew less
uned his ncrmal way of lifa.
rew to manhocd, they sometimes
saw their mother ¢n the shores of Llyn y Van,
and she imparizd to them much knowladge of
tha medicnal qualitiez <f herbs and simples,
g2 that they hzcame fanmous as physicians for
ny miles round. i Js said that their
ndants throcughout the= agss, have also
en rencwned as physicians. and that, to this
day, some cf the foremost physicians of Wales
count the Lady <f Liyn y Van as their ancestrass,

CYMRO.
—p——
Summer Camp

Army Ski Hut,
Aviemore,

31st July to 13th August, 1952.
The hut, situated on the slopes of Castle Hill
at the entrance to the Lairig Gru in the Cairn-
gorms, affords an excellent site for a camp. The
School party under Captain Ross, ably assisted
by Captain Bruce, C.5.M. White and Mr Girvan,
enjoyed an eventful holiday there. The weather
throughout was most unkind, but we were indeed
fortunate in having excellent, one might even

eay luxurious, quarters in which to shelter.
The adverse weather, especially the persistent
low cloud, considerably curtailed cur climbing
activities. Nevertheless, almost everyone had
climbed something before the end of the camp.
Even Messrs Girvan and White boldy attacked
Castle Hill one evening. The ascent was eagerly

watched from the hut by many pairs of eyes and
one pair of binoculars. In answer to an urgent
call a stretcher was sent out to meet them on
the return journey. However, they found it
easier, and definitely safer, to walk the last few
hundred yards.

Cairn Gorm (4,084 feet). The first party to
climb Cairn Gorm included Monitors Fairbairn
and Phillips, Sgt. McDonald, Cpls. Jones and
Dempsey, Boys Cowie, Gavigan and McIntosh.
This was alzo Capt. Bruce's introduction to the
hiils. After the heat of climbing it was too cold
to sit on top. We returned via the tops of the
coires and Creag an Leth-choin (3,448 feet)
which afford a magnificent and almost frighten-
ing view of the Lairig. A little orange tent, .
2000 feet directly below looked like a scrap of
coloured paper. Creag an Leth-choin is com-
monly called Lurcher’s Crags. It was promptly
re-christened “Luscious Crags’” and co it
remains to Q.V.S.

Ben Macdhui (4,286 feet). Everyone was
keen to conquer Ben Macdhui, the highest in
the group. One party (Clark, Jones, Ferrier,
Cowie, Burns, Hughes, Jamieson, Howitt) did it
via “Luscious Crags,” and the Plateau, where
mmow lay in crevices and ice cold water quenched
the mounting thirst. The return, via the March
Burn whiclh cascades into the Lairig near the
Pools of Dee, proved very rough going. Another
party (Barr, Edzar, Wilton, White, Gavigan,
MecIntosh and Hendry) tackled Macdhui from
Tailor's Burn. Here, Macdhui goes up 2,30C feet
in gbout a mile and a half. Legend has it that
three Tailors from Aviemore, on the way to a
dance in Braemar, lay down there in the snow
and died. On the way up we could all willingly
have followed their example. However, as we
climbed, the ever increasing grandeur of the
view of Braeriach and Cairntoul made‘ our
efforts worthwhile, quite apart from providing
an excuse for a rest.

Shelter Stone and Lech Aven. These were
visited one day, when, apart from the early
morning visibility was nil. Crossing the Plateau
in a gale force wind and thick swirling cloud
provided an experience not likely to be forgotien.
One of that party, who had never been on Lhe
hill before, still remembers the trip as:

“The hill that never was .. .”

With some trepidation and not a little fear in
my heart, I set off to conquer my first hill. The
summit of Ben Macdhui was our goal but we
were destined not to reach it on that particular
day. The first hour is always the worst, I was
told, but at the end of the first half-hour and
after the ascent of the north shoulder of Castle
Hill I felt that nothing could he worse than that
first agonising effort. I was glad of an excuse
to rest and admire the view of Loch Morlich
from this height. The mists of the morning
had rolled away and it lay there shimmering
and beautiful in the early sunshine. But its
cool waters were not for us that day, we turned
our backs on the loch and our faces towards the
imposing crags of Cairn Lochan. A fierce
struggle lay ahead, but for the moment my legs
had stopped trembling and I had some breath
to spare. This was a world I had not seen
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hefore, and I was gilad to be alive. We pushed
on, through heather, over rocks, imperceptibly
climbing until we reached the shoulder of Cairn
Lochan. There the wind hit us with gale force.
It grew colder and swirls of mist appeared on
the top of the coire and swrrounding hills, The
day had lost its warmih and brightness and my
head was bowed against the wind as it tore
fiercely at my clothes, We climbed and climbed,
round the shoulder. All my thoughts and efforts
were devoted to putting one foot in froni ol
the other and ftrying to draw my breath
naturally instead of in the wheezing pants which
seemed to be all I could manage. After what
czeemed like several hours, to me at least, we
reached the Plateau. I had been longing for
this. A plateau has one greab virtue—it is flat,
and after these weary miles, my aching leg
muscles needed a change of scenery.

The plateau was an eerie place. Bare and
deserted of heather it reminded me of walking
on shingle at the beach on other less strenuous
days. In front of us, startled by this invasion
of their privacy, rose a family of ptarmigan, the
only bird life to be found at this height. We
had anticipated an excellent view from this
eminence but the mist was too thick. It Lad
peen decided earlier that we should descend to
Loch Avon and the Shelter Stone rather than
risk Ben Maedhui in the mist. We crossed the
Plateau and found ourselves on the rim of hills
looking down—a long way down—into Loch
Avon. This loch has been called the loveliest in
Seotland, It is certainly the loneliest and most
majestic. Seen even on this dull day it had a
grandeur—a remoteness—thal held me spell-
bound. Somewhere in the depths was our new
target—the Shelter Stone. The thought of going
down instead of up was very pleasant to me and
I set off in the wake of the leaders with a
happy heart, confident that I could accomplish
this without much difficulty. Alas! for my hopes.
2,000 feet is a long way down and granite is an
unfriendly rock, bruising even a hand stretched
out seeking aid, Our path lay down a waterfall
and it was not until I was about one third of
the way down that I realised just what lay
ahead. I am no chamois and leaping from rock
to rock is not a pastime in which I am at my
best. At times I despaired of reaching level
ground. To me it was a nightmare—I slipped
and fell and saw only too well how easily it
would be to hurtle downwards and never regain
control. It was clear, however, that I could not
stay there, neither up nor down, I must go on
and so at last, bruised, battered, but triumphant
I gained the shores of Loch Avon, remotest spob
in Britain, and saw with my own eyes the

fabulous Shelter Stone. There we inscribed our
names in an old school jotter—a sort of Visitors*
Book—evidence that like a popular comedian
“we had arrived.”

The re-ascent of the precipice taxed me to the
uttermost but the appearance of cloud drifting
in our direction hurried me as no entreaties
could. Once more on the plateau I felt my
troubles were over. For our leader they were
only increasing. On that unfriendly waste,
Jhardly able to see 10 yards away, a false step
could mean disaster. By a miracle of judgment,
or so it seemed, we were led to our homeward
path, and with each downward step which
brought us into sunlight again our spirits soared
and we felt the glow of achievement pervade us.
We were the “ first of the few "—the first party
from Queen Victoria School to reach the Shelter
Stone. The ultimate victory for me lay in the
descent of the Feith Buidhe and with me cne
thought remains—“1 shall return.”

Some of us were lucky enougih to see Loch
Eilean with its island and ruined castle.
Prchably we all enjoyed a romp on the sandy
cheres of Licch Morlich, but not all braved the
chilly walers. We spent all our ‘“spare”
moments, when it was not raining, collecting
weod for the winter pile. Rations and all our
kit had to bo man-handled along three miles of
muddy track to the hut. As time went on
and rain came down, the path became a stream.
On cne cccasion a dump was made half-way
along the path. Next morning we found that
cattle had very quickly found our potatoes and
devoured half a sack of them. Next time we
carried the rations all the way.

The journey there and back was completed by
motor coach, for which we are indebted to the
Stirling Branch cf the Old Boys' Association,
who generously donated the proceeds of a dance
to the Camp funds.

Motor travel does not agree with all, and en
rcute one noted sufferer was finding that “bully
beaf” sandwiches would not stay down, when a
very old lady looked out of her cottage door,
and offering solace, said. “The laddies wid be far
belter aff at hame!” Would the same “laddies”
agree?

,—+—

R. Smith (Senior Monitor, 1950-51) and now at
Szndhurst, is a regular membar of the second
XI Asszciaticn Football Club there.

D. McArthur (Senicr Monitor, 1951-52), who is
now at Cranwell, has been selected for the
College boxing team in a match against Oxford
University.
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JAMES A. ABERNETHY
Wine and Spirit Merchant

HIGH STREET, DUNBLANE
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Robert Forsyth & Sons ?fi

Manufacturing Confectioners

BANNOCKBURN [

Popular Selling Lines i

BOILED SUGAR GOODS - SATINS 3:
DAIRY CREAM TOFFEES AND CARAMELS
MACAROON BARS — ROCKS — TABLETS
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PRESENTATIONS
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MACKAY & CHISHOLM

LIMITED

Goldsmiths and Silversmiths to H.M. Queen Mary

59 PRINCES STREET - EDINBURGH

N 1826 —Goldsmiths For A Century—1952
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JAMES BURGERS & GO,

14 HIGH STREET, 58 CECIL STREET,

]?,I;(I)\IriLQI;gE FOR STIRLING
ELECTRICAL

INSTALLATIONS and MAINTENANCE
HOUSE FARM FACTORY
LIGHTING, HEATING and POWER

Appointed Agents for
H.M.V HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES
*SERVIS® WASHING MACHINES

REFRIGERATION

COMMERCIAL and DOMESTIC
INSTALLATION and MAINTENANCE SERVICE

Appointed Agents for

MARCO DOMESTIC and COMMERCIAL
EQUIPMENT

RADIO
SALES AND SERVICE
Appointed Agents for

BUSH MURPHY PYE
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by Scotsmen at the House of Henderson and
" played by Scotsmen all over the world,

PETER HENDERSON, LTD.

Bagpipe Makers and Highland Dress Outfitters
20-24 RENFREW ST., GLASGOW

Phone: DOUglas 3021 Grams: ‘' Bagpipes, Glasgow "
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J. B. PENNY

CYCLES & ACCESSORIES

Repairs Promptly Executed. Battery Charging

CARS FOR HIRE

WHITECROSS -  DUNBLANE
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ADVERTISEMENTS
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T PAYS THE PIPER...

to pay attention to his pipes. For he can only
get the best out of bagpipes that have the best
in them —in material, workmanship and tone,
etc. So the wise piper gets Henderson bagpipes,
of truly Scottish quality and beauty . . . made

PRICES ON APPLICATION

ESTABLISHED 1868
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Telephone 2136

Agents for—
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